Syllabus for Urban Economics – ECON: 88100

Course Details:
	Class
	Days & Times
	Room
	Instructor

	Urban Economics
	Th 12:45PM - 2:45PM
	GradCenter 5212
	Bryan Weber



Online Classroom (if needed): https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83529685900 
Office Hours (Remote): https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87686255750
Password: 447053
Email: bryan.weber@csi.cuny.edu 
Website: https://www.gc.cuny.edu/people/bryan-weber 
Office Hours: Thurs 11:45am-12:45pm

Course Description: 

This course will cover Urban Economics, which is admittedly a vast field with many interdisciplinary connections. We will cover several fundamental theoretical models describing the growth and organization of cities. Empirical topics will range from traditional papers on pricing, population growth, and urban development to the important topics of urban transportation, discrimination, and urban crime.  

About this course:
Information on academic policies on participation by students with disabilities, accommodations for religious observances, academic conduct, complaints, grade appeals, and any other standing policies are available in the Economics Department Office.  If you have any special needs or questions, please contact me via email or after class. 

Course Material:  
The primary course materials for this class will be articles, which are available online or will be provided.
Required Software:
Empirical exercises are not the main point of the class, so you are able to use any statistical software you are comfortable with. I am familiar with R, Python, Stata, and Excel and am happy to discuss any complications you run into.   
Grading Structure:
Participation: 10%
Homework: 25%
Seminar Presentations: 30%
Midterm Exam: 15%
Final Exam (cumulative): 15%

Participation:  

Attendance and active participation in class is expected. To elaborate, I expect students will respond to my questions, speak up when they are confused, and ask questions to clarify the material for the benefit of themselves and others.  Since this will be the first time I have taught this course, such feedback will be very helpful to calibrate the course to your needs.

Homework: 

Problem sets will emphasize conceptual understanding and theoretical content. These should focus on derivations, conceptual elaboration, and some short simulation or data-oriented exercises. These are similar to the exams, so I will be asking you to hand in both your independent and unsupported attempts in conjunction with AI-enforced content (if you insist on using it).  It is my belief that a good mistake, once corrected, is worth more than the correct answer in homework. 

Seminar Presentations:

[bookmark: _GoBack]These will consist of students reading articles (selected from a pool or chosen by the student) and preparing a short 10-15-minute presentation on the content as either the primary presenter or as a “referee,” followed by a brief Q & A session. This practice presenting is critical for future researchers and job market presentations of your own work.  In some cases, the work is interdisciplinary, historical, or even methodologically outdated. This is designed to help show how reasoning has developed within the field, and seeing both the flaws and merits of these works is part of the assignment. I will provide critique of both your presentation and the content, but grades are confined to the content and your response to Q and A. 

Some key articles are not optional and all students must read them – these are central to the field. In these cases, I will present them as a standard lecture. 

Exams:  

One mid-term, one cumulative final.  They will generally consist of 5-10 long answer questions, focused on the required readings and earlier homework, and also contain section where you must opine about your particular presentations – and those of your classmates that you carefully paid attention to. Derivations and theory are an important part of these exams – since one cannot understand the exceptions without knowing the theory.


	Tentative Schedule

	Week
	Intended Lecture
	Supplemental Reading

	Week 1
	Introduction
	

	  Week 2
	Alanso-Mills-Muth Model
	HW 1

	Week 3
	
	

	Week 4
	Roback 1982
	HW 2

	Week 4
	
	

	 Week 5
	Congestion Pricing and Public Transit
	HW 3

	  Week 6
	Airbnb and Home Prices
	

	 Week 7
	Midterm
	

	Week 8
	Models of Discrimination
	

	  Week 9
	
	

	 Week 10
	Urban Crime
	HW 4

	  Week 11
	
	

	Week 12
	Modern Empirics – Satellite Imagery
	HW 5

	  Week 13
	
	

	  Week 14
	Final
	

	Schedule is Tentative and Subject to Change
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