Syllabus for Economics 111
Class Details:  

	Class
	Class Title
	Days & Times
	Room
	Class Dates

	ECO 111-D005
(15301) 
	Introduction To Microeconomics (Lecture) 
	MoWe 10:10AM - 12:05PM 
	3N 103 
	Jan 30, 2017-
May 26, 2017 


Email: bryan.weber@csi.cuny.edu
Website: www.bryansweber.com
Final Exam Time: May 22nd
Office: 3N-213
Office Hours: M/W 2:15-3:15 
Introduction:

An introduction to microeconomic concepts and analysis. Topics include: theory of the consumer, theory of the firm, choice under uncertainty, inter-temporal decisions, perfect competition, monopoly and monopsony, monopolistic competition, oligopoly and game theory, markets with imperfect information, and externalities and public goods. Application of analytical tools to current economic problems.
About this course:

Information on academic policies on participation by students with disabilities, accommodations for religious observances, academic conduct, complaints, grade appeals, and any other standing policies are available in the Economics Department Office.  If you have any special needs or questions, please contact me via email or after class. While I would hope none need to use it, the withdrawal date is Febuary19th, with the last day to withdraw being April 19th.  
Requirements are: time, reading/writing ability, knowledge of algebra and graph reading skills.  I recommend having successfully completed pre-algebra, and the department requires MTH 30 or an appropriate score on the CUNY math assessment test.  Curiously, there is one section in Econ 101 (as well as later economics courses) in which knowledge of calculus appears to be a natural advantage, but again this is not a requirement, merely an observation about the strong overlap in content.  In general, approximately 6/hrs. per week are expected to be spent on this class, per past departmental policy.

Course Material:

Students must have a copy of the book to reference, Open Stacks Principles of Microeconomics. It is an important supplement for the class. I have listed the chapters so you may reference it directly. The PDF is free online (https://openstax.org/details/books/principles-microeconomics), a hardcover copy is only about 30 dollars. Students must register with Sapling online, homework will be done through there. It comes with a digital copy of the book.
Text:  Sapling Online Learning
Approximate Price (digital): $40.00 / $0
ISBN-13: 978-1-319080-04-4
Text:  Principles of Microeconomics, by Greenlaw, et. al.
Approximate Price (new hardcover/digital): $33.50 / $0
ISBN-13: 978-1-938168-24-6

Lesson Details:

You will have regular homework assignments on Sapling.  Homework will be due the following week after it is assigned. For this class, the Wiki is intended to be a group study guide. All students can and should post questions to the guide. I provide questions which students asked from years prior, and collect them together.

Grading Structure:
20% Homework

20% Unit 1 Exam
20% Unit 2 Exam

30% Cumulative Final

10% Attendance, Wiki
Homework:

Approximately weekly assignments. Homework counts for 20% of the overall grade. Do not miss them. Assignments may be done in groups, but note that most online assignments tend to have different content than their neighbors.  These will be primarily multiple choice.
Exams: 

If you miss an exam, the weight for that exam will be instead moved onto your final. There are no makeups, and you cannot pass if you miss the final. For example, if you miss Unit Exam 1, 2, your cumulative final is worth 70% of your grade.  (I would advise against such a risky strategy, it has never worked out well in the past.)  See to the Wiki and homework as good study guides. The final exam will be cumulative. You may use a non-graphing calculator on the exams. Your phone is not a calculator.
Attendance & Academic Integrity Policies:
Attendance is mandatory. College policy requires that a student who is absent for more than 15% of total class hours in a semester be assigned a WU. Cheating and plagiarism are forbidden and will result, depending on the case, in a grade of 0 for the test/homework, failure in the course, and disciplinary actions with penalties such as suspension or dismissal from the College. For a full discussion and examples, please see:

http://www.csi.cuny.edu/privacy/cuny_academic_integrity.pdf
Participation:

I will provide credit for those engaging in a relevant discussion on the wiki. The wiki will begin as a collection of essay questions and evolve into a group-designed study guide over the course of the semester. Any student may comment on it, any student may improve upon it, any student may invent or contribute a question at any time.  Even if your attempt is eventually found to be somehow flawed and removed by another student, you still will receive credit for the attempt.  Your bonus will be based off your portion of participation relative to the total class’s participation.

Again: If you are unable to complete your obligations to the course for whatever reason, the withdrawal date is Febuary 19th, with the last day to withdraw being April 19th.  You should have a good idea of what your future grade will be at that time.
	Calendar is Tentative and Subject to Change

	Date*
	Relevant Activity
	Intended Lecture

	1/30/2017
	Assignment 1
	Syllabus, Appendix A

	2/01/2017
	Assignment 2
	Ch. 1. Welcome to Economics

	2/6/2017
	
	Ch. 2. Choice in a World of Scarcity

	2/8/2017
	Assignment 3
	Ch. 19 International Trade

	2/13/2017
	No Class
	NA

	2/15/2017
	Assignment 4
	Ch. 6 Consumer Choices 

	2/19/2017
	Last Day To Drop Without W
	NA

	2/20/2017
	
	Free Market Exercise

	2/22/2017
	Unit 1 Exam
	NA

	2/27/2017
	Assignment 5
	Ch. 3.1-3.3. Demand and Supply

	3/1/2017
	
	

	3/6/2017
	
	Ch. 3.4 Price Controls, (Quotas)

	3/8/2017
	
	

	3/13/2017
	Assignment 6
	Ch. 3.5. Consumer and Producer Surplus

	3/15/2017
	
	

	3/20/2017
	Assignment 7
	Aside: Taxes

	3/22/2017
	
	

	3/27/2017
	Assignment 8
	Ch. 5 Elasticity, Taxes application

	3/29/2017
	
	

	4/3/2017
	Unit 2 Exam
	NA

	4/5/2017
	Assignment 9
	Ch. 7 Cost and Industry Structure

	4/10/2017
	Spring Break
	NA

	4/12/2017
	Spring Break
	NA

	4/17/2017
	Spring Break
	NA

	4/19/2017
	Last Day To Withdraw
	

	4/20/2017
	
	

	4/24/2017
	Assignment 10
	Ch. 8 Perfect Competition

	4/26/2017
	
	

	5/1/2017
	Assignment 11
	Ch. 10 Monopolistic Competition

	5/3/2017
	
	

	5/8/2017
	Assignment 12
	Ch. 11 Monopoly

	5/10/2017
	
	

	5/15/2017
	
	Ch 12 & 13 Externalities

	5/17/2017
	
	

	5/22/2017
	
	

	5/24/2017
	Final Exam
	Optional Topics As Permitted


